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Feb. 3: Msgr. Ovidio Rodriguez, a Catholic priest who works at the Virgin of Suyapa sanctuary in
Tegucigalpa, said the Church recommends the practice of monogamy and fidelity as the only means
to prevent AIDS. Health authorities recently set up a booth outside the sanctuary and distributed
educational materials on prevention of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS), cholera and
dengue fever. They also dispensed free condoms and other items. Meanwhile, in San Pedro Sula, the
Missionaries of Caridad, founded by Mother Teresa of Calcutta, opened the first hospice for AIDS
patients. The 37-bed hospice, funded by the Health Ministry and the Catholic Church, will provide
medical attention and psychological counseling to AIDS patients. Feb. 6: National AIDS program
director Mayte Paredes said that in January, seven new cases were reported in Tegucigalpa and,
three in San Pedro Sula. At present, she said, another 150 suspected cases are currently undergoing
testing. In San Pedro Sula, 1,500 cases have been reported, or 40% of all AIDS cases in Honduras and
30% of the total for Central America. According to health authorities, at least 269 persons infected
with the AIDS virus are not "under medical control." In addition, they estimate that 50% of women
working as prostitutes have been infected. Paredes said that most AIDS victims in Honduras are
hetersexuals. The disease continues to spread, she added, because of men's resistance to using
condoms. (Basic data from Agence France-Presse, 02/06/92)
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